
 

P a g e  | 1 

 

 

  Basic 
Education 

focusgroup 

 

To offer basic education for all in order to improve 
literacy and create alternatives to exploitation 
 

F a c t s h e e t  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Overview – Child’s Dream 

We focus on education because it is proven to be one of the most 

important factors for sustained social and economic deve-

lopment. Education promotes a culture of peace, tolerance, and 

understanding and builds the foundation for diversity, human 

rights, and freedom. 

 

Children and youth can only truly benefit from education if it is 

offered in its entirety, ranging from nursery school all the way to 

either vocational training or university scholarships coupled with 

internships. The objective of this complete educational path is to 

allow beneficiaries to gradually acquire knowledge and skills that 

will enable them to make the right decisions for their lives, to find 

employment, and to set the foundations for self-determined lives. 

We also encourage them to contribute directly or indirectly by 

assisting us to sustainably develop their communities. 

 

One of the most important reasons why children and youth in the 

Mekong Sub-Region cannot complete their education is feeble 

health. Therefore, in certain geographical areas of our mandate, 

we have to start on basic health interventions to reduce childhood 

mortality and morbidity, and to allow children to participate in 

education. 

 
 
Focus Group: Basic Education 
Our focus group Basic Education (BE) represents the core com-

petence of our organisation. This group builds educational 

facilities such as schools and boarding houses to offer basic 

education to all children. We also improve our basic education 

Focus groups 
Child’s Dream has a thematic approach and we address 
issues/problems via our focus groups Health, Basic Education 
and Higher Education. The graph below illustrates our 
strategy with the three focus groups. 

 

Situation Analysis 
 In rural areas of Laos, 30% of children do not attend 

primary school. 

 Only 54.2% of all children in Myanmar currently complete 
primary school.  

 600,000 primary schools aged children in Thailand do not 
attend or enroll late. 

 Secondary school enrolment in Cambodia are only 39.4% 
for male and 35.8% for female students.  
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Basic Education 

 More than 120,000 children in Myanmar receive school supplies 
and sports material every year. 

 More than 4,000 teachers in Myanmar receive teaching supplies 

(pens, paper, scissors, chalk, etc.) every year. 

 We have built more than 200 nursery, primary and secondary 
schools for more than 50,000 children. 

 More than 4,000 children stay in our over 50 boarding houses. 

 Over 500 students in Cambodia, Laos and Thailand receive high 
school scholarships. 

 We have built over 60 water systems, over 15 solar-charging 
stations and more than 80 playgrounds in various villages in the 
region.  

 USD 800 can provide a scholarship for a high school student 
for one year. 

 USD 2,500 can build a playground at a school. 

 USD 5,000 can install a drinking water system at a school. 

 USD 7,000 finances an entire solar system for a school which 
is used by the whole village. 

 USD 40,000 can build a boarding house for 20 students. 

 USD 50,000 can build a whole school for 200 students. 

With less than 7% administration costs, every dollar makes a huge 

difference for youth in need. 

projects with drinking water systems, playgrounds, solar systems, 

and extracurricular activities. In addition, we run a high school 

scholarship programme for underprivileged youth.  

 

Currently the emphasis of our focus group “Basic Education” is 

changing. Since all the countries we operate in are developing 

themselves gradually, we rarely support the building of a nursery 

or kindergarten anymore. We expect that the community is 

capable enough to handle this on its own. We therefore are 

placing more emphasis on building secondary schools, especially 

in Laos and Cambodia. We are also increasing our spending on our 

High School Scholarship Programme. Also, it has become easier to 

operate in Myanmar, which has resulted in a significant increase 

of projects in that country. The work of the Basic Education Focus 

Group is in line with the UN Millennium Development Goals. 

 
 
Approach 
Since it our belief that the relationship with the local community 

is of utmost importance to successful project implementation and 

to sustainable operation of a school, we put huge emphasis on 

establishing a relationship of trust with community leaders and 

villagers. The key is to take the time required to carefully listen 

and understand the real needs of the community. We work in cooperation with provincial departments of 

education to identify communities with urgent needs of educational infrastructures. From this information, we 

select schools that are run well (indicators: high student attendance rates, good average grades etc.). Priority is 

given to schools in remote areas with low income per family and lack of opportunities.  
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