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Overview – Child’s Dream 

We focus on education because it is proven to be one of the most 

important factors for sustained social and economic deve-

lopment. Education also promotes a culture of peace, tolerance, 

and understanding and builds the foundation of diversity, human 

rights, and freedom. 

 

Children and youth can only truly benefit from education if it is 

offered in its entirety, ranging from nursery school all the way to 

either vocational training or university scholarships coupled with 

internships. The objective of this complete educational path is to 

allow beneficiaries to gradually acquire knowledge and skills that 

will enable them to make the right decisions for their lives, to find 

employment and to set the foundations for self-determined lives. 

We also encourage them to contribute directly or indirectly by 

assisting us to sustainably develop their communities. 

 

One of the most important reasons why children and youth in the 

Mekong Sub-Region cannot complete their education is feeble 

health. Therefore, in certain geographical areas of our mandate, 

we have to start on basic health interventions to reduce childhood 

mortality and morbidity and to allow children to participate in 

education. 

 

Focus Group: Health 
Our focus group ‘Health’ addresses various health and hygiene 

problems to reduce childhood mortality and allow the children to 

participate in education. Our health programmes range from 

malaria control to basic health intervention such as immunization, 

de-worming, and the provision of Vitamin A. Our Children’s 

Focus groups 
Child’s Dream has a thematic approach and we address 
issues/problems via our focus groups Health, Basic 
Education, and Higher Education. The graph below 
illustrates our strategy with the three focus groups. 

 

Situation Analysis 

 People from ethnic states in Myanmar have very 
limited access to health care due to the lack of 
financial resources. 

 About 25% of all children in Myanmar conflict 
areas die before the age of five years due to 
malaria, diarrhea and anemia. 
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Health 

 51,000 Burmese children aged below 12 years receive 

Vitamin A (26,000 children) and de-worming treatment 

(25,000 children)  

 44,000 Burmese are being cared for by over 200 village 

health worker 

 Well over 1,500 children have received life-saving 

operations and treatment 

 More than 7,000 children in our schools in Cambodia and 

Laos are educated on health and hygiene 

 USD 100 can provide Vitamin A treatment for over 
300 children  

 USD 500 can buy 7,000 de-worming pills 

 USD 4,000 can save a child’s life through heart 
surgery 

 USD 50,000 can support a whole immunization 
programme covering almost 6,000 children 

With less than 7% administration costs, every dollar makes a huge 

and lasting difference. 

 

Medical Fund provides lifesaving operations to hundreds of 

critically ill children from Myanmar and Laos who are unable to 

afford treatment. 

Approach 
Although Child’s Dream main focus is on education, we feel that 

our health programmes are crucial for the overall success of our 

strategy. By supporting these health interventions, we strive to 

give the children the opportunity to grow up healthy and join the 

schools we are building and supporting. Secondly, we aim to 

prevent more children coming into Thailand as illegal migrants or 

refugees, who are then often separated from their families and 

are subject to abuse, given their missing legal status. We strongly 

believe that our health programmes will effectively prevent this 

migration and reduce the creation of more illegal migrant children 

in Thailand.  

 

We work in collaboration with community-based organisations 

that specialise in public health issues inside Karen State, 

Myanmar. Together we have been implementing a number of 

basic, but very important, health interventions that effectively 

reduce the chances of childhood mortality and morbidity for 

thousands of children. In addition, we work together with a 

migrant clinic along the Thai – Myanmar border and hospitals in 

the refugee camps to allow children under the age of 12 years to 

access Thai hospitals for life-saving operations. Children from Laos 

are also covered via this programme. 

 

How we help                                                How you can help 

 

 

 

  

41.6% of the population in Cambodia has no access to 

clean drinking water. In particular children suffer under 

these circumstances. 

 

Not only the lacking of funding, but also the live situations 

in conflict areas prevent children from accessing life-

saving health interventions. 
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Not only the lack of funding, but also the live situations in 

conflict areas prevent children from accessing life-saving 

health interventions.  

 


