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The following projects and
programmes need urgent
funding or continuous
financial support.
Donate Now!

With our low administration
cost and direct access to
our beneficiaries every
contribution makes a
difference.

How about Christmas
Shopping for a good cause?
These products are
exclusively sold on our
website as well as in our
store in Chiang Mai.
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Shop Now!

FROM THE
FOUNDERS
_______________

Marc T. Jenni
Co-Founder

Happy New Year and Thank you for your Trust!
What does one do at the end of the year? Look back and reflect on what has happened
over the past 12 months. Most of us tend not only to reflect, but also to come up with all
kinds of resolutions for the New Year. I will focus on reflection only and not on making
New Year’s resolutions since I’m bad in sticking to them and life always turns out
differently anyway.
I’m writing these lines in one of the most northern villages of Myanmar. I’m in Putao of
Kachin State. Putao is at the foot of the Himalayas and still a restricted area of
Myanmar. Government permission is needed to visit this part of the country and most
people come here to marvel at the natural beauty and to detach from their busy lives.
Electricity is scarce and only available a few hours a day. There is certainly neither an
internet connection nor a phone signal available. Ox carts dominate over motorcycles,
which gives the village a certain calmness. Every passing face gives you a shy but
curious smile. No wonder in a place which only sees between 200 and 500 westerners a
year!
It’s a strange feeling to be totally detached from the outer world, but it’s a good feeling,
too, to close off another very busy year for Child’s Dream and to reflect on our
achievements.
Our three focus groups have once more reached out to thousands of children and youth.
Our health group has accepted 129 new cases into the Children’s Medial Fund (CMF),
and successfully completed 192 treatments of young children from Myanmar and Laos.
Since the beginning of this programme in 2006, we have accepted 1,337 children into
the CMF. In Basic Education, a record number of 40 school buildings were built in 2015
and 579 students are now enrolled in our High School Scholarship Programmes in Laos,
Cambodia and Thailand. Also in Higher Education, progress and impact are visible. Our
post high school programmes to create community leaders in Myanmar already have
1,050 students who enrolled during the year 2015 and our University Scholarship
Programme currently counts 155 students (106 alumni).
On the operational side, 2015 marked the year since Daniel and I started to hand over
more of the day-to-day decision-making to a five member strong management team.
This shift in operational responsibility is an important milestone in the long-term
sustainability of Child’s Dream. We are pleased with the way the management committee
took broader ownership of the daily issues and thus collectively advanced our
organisation. The two of us are certainly not abandoning our child in its 13th year, but
Child’s Dream has entered puberty now and a potentially rebellious child demands more
strategic guidance. To sustainably improve educational shortcomings in our four
countries not only needs more funding from donors, but also a deeper cooperation with
educational authorities across our geographical area. Fundraising, representation and
identifying the needs of our beneficiaries in the decade to come are of strategic
importance to our work and are therefore our main responsibilities going forward.
We are proud of what all of us at Child’ Dream have achieved over the last years. Our
impact is steadily growing and involves more and more children and youth. Their lives
are sustainably improved on a daily basis and access to equal opportunities is
enhanced.
All of this would not have been possible without the very generous and outstanding
support from all of our donors, friends and families. We are lucky that support is given to
us in all sizes and in various ways and we want to take this opportunity to sincerely thank
all of you from the bottom of our hearts. You are the fuel needed to keep the Child’s
Dream engine going strong. Many, many thanks!
We wish you a pleasant end to the year, very good health and all the very best for 2016
and beyond.
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To offer basic education for all in order to improve literacy and
create alternatives to exploitation

Beyond building schools
Our Basic Education activities are much more than just building schools. Yes, building
schools and boarding houses is still very important because access to basic education is
still a big challenge for children in rural communities. However, by building a school the
job is not done. It is like giving an illiterate person a book and expecting this person will
learn to read. Child’s Dream’s approach has always been different. We recognise the
importance of actively involving the community in the whole process before, during and
after construction of the school. Also, we visit our schools and boarding houses
frequently to monitor and evaluate their impact on students, teachers and communities.
Over the last few months, our Laos team has been evaluating some of our older
projects, and honestly, you do not want to be the principal of a dirty and poorly managed
school if Koy, our Senior Field Coordinator, comes to pay you a visit. Koy and her team
visited Baan Khon Kaen Primary School, our first school in Laos, which we built in 2006.
When I read the report about the successful evaluation, I couldn’t help but get tearyeyed. I felt immensely proud and grateful.
Besides continuously working with our schools to improve education, we have also
initiated a range of interventions to complement the government’s educational efforts. In
Cambodia we have launched an effective drop-out prevention programme in the Tonle
Sap lake area, where children need to be transported by boat to access our secondary
school. In Laos we have implemented our first five computer laboratories to strengthen
computer literacy among high school students. These computer labs became an instant
hit and are now students’ favorite subject. In Thailand we are recruiting young motivated
Thai adults to become volunteer teachers in our schools in remote areas to improve life
skills and Thai language among ethnic students. We also collaborate with the Foundation
for Applied Linguistics to strengthen both ethnic and Thai language in primary schools.
All these interventions were designed based on the feedback of the community to
address a specific educational need in certain areas of our work. Although they all have
the same main objective of improving education in our schools, there cannot be a ‘oneshoe-fits-all’ approach. Sometimes we wonder if the large international aid agencies
have learned anything from Cinderella.

To support knowledge and skills transfer for quality employment
and community development

The future is bright, the
future is Higher Education
With a landslide victory for the NLD and Aung San Suu Kyi during the recent landmark
election in Myanmar, as well as with the recently signed national ceasefire agreement,
our higher education team has been busy working with our partner KRCEE (Karen
Refugee Committee Education Entity) to develop a transition plan for our camp-based
higher education programmes as the closure of the refugee camps along the Thai –
Myanmar border is imminent. The voices of resistance and struggle of the refugee
leaders, who had refused to change and acknowledge the positive changes in Myanmar,
have finally became quieter.
The elections and the future government will also allow our higher education
programmes to boost their activities. The subjects taught in our programmes, such as
community development, peace and reconciliation, interfaith tolerance, gender and active
citizenship, will be in high demand. As we are gradually reducing our support for higher
education programmes for Burmese migrants and refugees on Thai soil, we are
increasing our support in Myanmar to contribute our part to the sustainable and
democratic development of the country.
Besides working on transition plans for the camp-based programmes, the team has also
worked hard to bring our famous university scholarship programme to Cambodia. We
selected the first pilot batch of eight university students from Siem Reap province. This
programme will complement our long-running high school scholarship programme, and
our students are excited about the new opportunity, which would otherwise be out of
their reach. These scholarships truly transform lives, not only of the scholars, but also
their families.

To reduce childhood mortality and improve health and hygiene in
schools and communities

Bringing better health and
hygiene into schools
As we have been phasing out our support for some of the more traditional health
interventions, such as prevention and treatment of malaria, diarrhea and acute
respiratory infections, as well as the provision of Vitamin A and deworming, we have
allocated more resources to school health programmes that correspond directly to
educational programmes. In Laos, Cambodia and Myanmar, school health programmes
do not exist. We observe many health problems among students. Bad hygiene and
sanitation, combined with malnutrition and low immunisation against communicable
diseases, prevent students from learning effectively. This year we started to support a
school health programme in monastic schools in Bago, Myanmar, covering more than
2,000 students. During our last Proposal Evaluation Committee (PEC) meeting, we also
approved another school health programme in Mon State, Myanmar, implemented by the
Border Health Initiative. These programmes are highly effective and have a wide impact
beyond the students as they bring newly acquired knowledge back to their families.
As children grow into teenagers and young adults, their health issues also change.
Earlier this year, during our university scholarship alumni conference in Yangon, the
abuse of drugs and alcohol was quoted as one of the main obstacles for Myanmar’s
long-term development. In addition the spread of HIV / Aids and other sexually
transmitted diseases is also on the rise among young adults. These are two taboo topics
we try to address by partnering with DARE (Drug and Alcohol Recovery and Education)
Network in Kayin State as well as the Lahu Women Organization in Lahu communities in
Southern Shan State. Child’s Dream also recently invited representatives from our higher
education programmes in Myanmar to join drug and alcohol awareness and prevention
training conducted by DARE. The newly acquired knowledge will be applied by our
students and alumni to conduct community awareness activities for youth and young
adults. Peer-to-peer learning for these sensitive topics is the most effective method of
transferring knowledge.

MEET
AYE AYE MON
FROM HPA-AN
IN MYANMAR
Aye Aye Mon is an alumna of our university scholarship programme. She studied
Psychology and Education at Asia-Pacific International University in Thailand. Before her
university days, she worked in Bangkok as a migrant worker for five years, continuously
improving her education during her spare time in extra courses offered by the Oversea
Karen Refugees' Social Organization. In 2009, she successfully passed a competitive
entry examination into Minmahaw Higher Education Programme in Mae Sot, Thailand
where she studied very hard for one year to pass the GED test, granting her admission
to university. After her studies she co-founded the Gateway Learning Center in Hpa-An,
Myanmar where she today acts as a teacher and coordinator. Students at Gateway
Learning Center are aged 16-17, and mostly come from Kayin and Mon States. Subjects
taught are English, social sciences, civic education, public speaking, resume writing, job
application and interview preparation. Volunteer work experiences are also offered to
students. Aye Aye Mon now contributes successfully to the education of Myanmar youth.
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Child’s Dream
Cookbook, 3rd
edition
We have just finished the
3rd edition of our popular
cookbook. You can buy a
pretty hardcopy of our
book in our online shop.
Enjoy swinging your
skillets with us!

Happy Birthday,
Child’s Dream!
WOW! It’s already been 12
awesome years since the
conception of Child’s
Dream in 2003! We are
looking forward to more
fruitful years to come!

Great non-profits

Workshop 2015

We have won a 2015 TopRated Award from
@GreatNonprofits (
#GreatNP2015)! Read our
great reviews and add your
story here!
http://greatnonprofits.org/
org/childs-dreamfoundation

Read more about our latest
workshop and see some
outrageous photos from
our 70ies party...

SilkAir

Volunteer with us!

SilkAir employees are not
just fun in the air but also
on the ground. This
became wonderfully
obvious on a November
day when...

We are always looking for
qualified and long-term
volunteers. Are you
interested? Here's the link
to our volunteering page.

Read More

Apply now!
Read More
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