
P r e s e n t a t i o n

Ethnic Youth Foundation (EYF) 
Providing opportunities to access higher education, 

enhancing job skills and improving employability 

http://www.childsdream.org/


There is education crisis longstanding in eastern Myanmar’s Shan State with its literacy rate

at the lowest within Myanmar. Young people are forced to leave their villages and travel

hundreds of miles in search for better schooling elsewhere across the country, particularly

in the capital Yangon (Frontier Myanmar, 2017). While the nation already fails to provide

them formal education qualifications, the disadvantage results in a great number of out-of-

school ethnic youth who also face with extremely limited access to non-formal education

system, life skills and vocational training to foster well-being or employability.

The state’s border town, Tachileik, attracts many transient and stateless youth from other

areas of Myanmar as it is perceived to be a gateway to migrate directly south to Thailand

for work. However, the jobs available are mostly limited to low-paying, unskilled labour in

the construction, agriculture and fishery sectors.

Lacking the opportunities to pursue higher education and develop their job skills, it is

almost impossible for these young migrants to find decent employment or pursue higher

education.
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The Situation 



In responding to the above concern, Ethnic Youth Foundation (EYF) was established in the

city of Tachileik in 2013 as a modest community social organisation of 13 highly-qualified

staff, carrying the aim to provide social and vocational skills to the marginalised youth (aged

14 – 22), so they may escape the DDD (dirty, dangerous and demeaning) job industries and

succeed in maintaining a safe, productive and independent lifestyle.

With a student intake at the average of 250 annually, EYF’s curriculum consists of a 4-month

intensive vocational training course, which also includes one month of apprenticeship for

each semester. Their primary beneficiaries are of the following categories: Target A: Out of

School Youth & Failed to Matriculate Youth; Target B: In School Youth and Target C: Welfare

and Social Issues of Rural Youth.

During an academic year, the first semester starts from July to October, and the second

semester follows from January to April. Child’s Dream supports the running costs of EYF’s

two main activities as described in the following.
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Ethnic Youth Foundation (EYF) - Overview



How it Works
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 Intensive Vocational Training and Boarding

Vocational Training Streams: provides theoretical

and practical classes of short, medium and long-

term planning in sectors of Hospitality (food &

beverages: production and service, hotel services

& tourism); Electronics & Retail; Mechanics; Haird-

ressing & Barbering; Education & Health (engaging

students in community-based organisations that

prioritise education and health for sustainable

development); Enterprise (operating a café, bakery,

snack shop and street-food vendor; Sewing &

Handicrafts (design and production); Horticulture

& Aquaponics
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How It Works

Non Formal and Continuing Education: this programme consists of subjects of literacy such

as Myanmar, Thai, Chinese and English. There are also lessons to develop numeracy which

is fundamental mathematics. Computer training is also offered to familiarise the students

with keyboard operations; Microsoft Office- Word, Excel, PowerPoint; Internet surfing, and

so forth.

Life Skills: delivered on the weekends, the training consists of various activities and

discussions to develop critical thinking in life navigation- decision making and

responsibilities, problem and emergency solving, communications, daily-life technology,

basic health and hygiene, etc.

 Apprenticeship

This on-the-job structured training of four weeks caters to the students with opportunities

to work with a partner organisation/company under a career industry of the student’s

choice between- Hospitality: guest services (catering, waiter/waitressing) or Electrics

(computer/mobile phone repairs and sales). Stipend is also ensured from EYF to financially

support the traineeship.
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How It Works

Objectives

 To provide Myanmar youth along the Thai-Myanmar border with opportunities to access

higher education, enhance their job skills and improve their employability with better

and more relevant job skills.

 To enable beneficiaries more access and better job options and may even be able to set

up their own small businesses.

 To enhance community acceptance for the disadvantaged ethnic youth through

knowledge of social skills to avoid drug dependency, alcohol and gambling.

There is a substantial number of youth in Tachileik who come from remote villages and are

homeless and highly vulnerable to slavery in return for food and accommodation or being

recruited into illicit activities. EYF’s Boarding Programme provides these young people their

essential need for accommodation, which also enables them to attend the Intensive

Vocational Training, moving on afterwards to apprenticeships to help pave ways towards

decent employment and living standard.
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Breakdown of approx. Annual 
Budget for EYF Tachileik 2018-19

Household & Kitchen 8%

Office Costs 19%

Salaries 56%

School Equipment and Stationery 9%

Project Implementation and Monitoring Costs 1%

Administration Overhead 7%

Budget 

The total amount of the foundation’s overall

running costs is USD 55,000 for 2018-2019

(May – April).

Transfers from Child’s Dream to EYF are made

in four instalments (quarterly) during the

financial year.

Monitoring & Reporting

Payment is proceeded quarterly at reception

of narrative and photo reports as well as

monthly financial & activity reports. Feedback

is also obtained directly during regular visits

by our local team.

We report to donor(s) on a semester basis and

visits can easily be arranged.
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