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The Situation

There is lack of hope and social mobility in Myanmar, where the education system has

missed out on many advances for the past 50 years of being under military dictatorship.

Myanmar’s education, therefore, still lags behind its ASEAN peers with a national

curriculum that is significantly ‘outdated and disconnected’ as it fails to provide students

neither deep knowledge and understanding of core theoretical concepts nor ability to

navigate in real-life situations (Tea Circle Oxford, 2017).

Despite the persistence of poor quality education that still greatly hampers social and

economic development, there is now opportunity for improvement through the nation’s

political reforms towards democracy at the dissolution of the military junta in 2011.

Mote Oo Education has admiringly formed its mission at the strike of liberty to commit to

designing a modern, well-rounded curriculum and training services in order to support both

youth and teachers in achieving significant quality improvements in their education sector,

thereby paving the way for socioeconomic advancement and sustainable well-being that

are long overdue for the nation of Myanmar.
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Mote Oo Education - Overview

Based in Yangon, Myanmar, Mote Oo was founded in 2013, taking root as a community-

focused organisation whose team contribute to drafting relevant and useful learning

materials with their many years of experience working in the international and Myanmar

education sector.

Through partnership with a variety of adult education, advocacy and support organisations

as well as schools and universities throughout Myanmar and on the Thai-Myanmar border,

the team operates to design social science, civic education, language and teacher education

materials that are appropriate to context, age, and level of understanding. Mote Oo’s aim is

to analyse and customise a curriculum that promote social justice and conduct training to

meet the quality needs of teachers and students.

Other primary beneficiaries of Mote Oo are civil society organisations, post-secondary

schools as well as refugee and migrant education centres. The organisation further runs a

field office in Mae Sot, a city of Western Thailand bordering Myanmar, noted for its

substantial population of Myanmar refugees and migrants.
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How It Works

In designing curricula and developing learning materials, Mote Oo engages within the

process cooperation with staff to draft a syllabus outline, course objectives or an

assessment strategy, selecting appropriate materials, designing a stakeholder needs

assessment or course evaluation. At times the team creates textbooks, lesson plans or

training materials specific to the needs of a school, organisation or sector.

Mote Oo’s typical curriculum development process:

Initial research 
and interviews 

with 
stakeholders

Workshops with 
stakeholders

Formulate 
curriculum 
framework

Stakeholder 
review and 
feedback

Implementation
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How It Works

In 2014, Mote Oo carried out a curriculum needs assessment with partners for a long-term

strategic planning to systematically enable students and teachers to address a range of

social issues and inequalities in Myanmar society by focusing on three main curricular

themes, encapsulated by the following subjects and textbooks (books are usually written

first in English then translated to Burmese):

 Civic and Peace Education

Democracy: explores issues such as rights and

responsibilities, community, identity and values, and

how they are important to citizenship and com-

munity participation.

Active Citizenship: builds on the knowledge and skills

developed in Democracy, and also encourages

learners to think critically about social issues and

how they can address them in their community.
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How It Works

Politics: introduces concepts needed to analyse

politics on a national level. These include ideologies,

governments, constitutions, the media, civil society

and political parties. There are activities and

discussions that encourage learners to reflect on how

political ideas, institutions and actors are related, and

then apply them to current events in their community.

Conflict and Peace: explains how to analyse conflict

and describe destructive and constructive ways of

dealing with conflicts. It also explains how to decrease

violence, transform conflict and build peace in society.

Social Science and English Language: includes ASEAN

studies, Gender: Issues and Perspectives, Relations of

Myanmar and Planet Earth, etc., to cultivate critical

thinking and English skills.
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How It Works

 Life Skills Project

Life skills and study skills have been identified as priority subjects for young adults. Resources

include materials about continuous learning which encourage the reader to look inside

themselves and reflect on how they interact with other people (learning how to be) as well

as sharing skills and techniques needed to succeed in academic study (learning how to learn).

 Teacher Education

A variety of training courses are offered, for both pre-service and in-service, which cater to

the different needs of teachers and trainers. The courses include General Teaching Skills

Training, Subject-Specific Training, Training of Trainers and Intensive Outreach Trainer

Training.

This transformative learning opportunity is for the betterment of individuals and entire

communities, regardless of ethnicity, gender, religion and social backgrounds. To ensure

sustainability in their operations, Child’s Dream has been partly supporting the running costs

of Mote Oo, together with their income generated from book sales and curriculum and

training consultancy.
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Budget

The total budget for the running costs to be

supported by us is USD 250,000 for academic the

year 2018 (January to December). Partial funding

by donors is also appreciated.

Fund transfers to Mote Oo are made in four

instalments (quarterly) during the financial year.

Monitoring & Reporting

15%

62%

15% 1%
7%

Breakdown of approx. Annual 
Budget for Mote Oo 2018

Office Costs 15%

Salaries 62%

School Equipment and Stationery 15%

Project Implementation and Monitoring Costs 1%

Administration Overhead 7%

Payment to Mote Oo is proceeded quarterly at

reception of narrative and photo reports as

well as monthly financial & activity reports.

Feedback is also obtained directly during

regular visits by our local team.

We report to donor(s) on a semester basis and

visits can easily be arranged anytime.




