
Shwe Kyaung Gyi Primary School

Facts  

Name Shwe Kyaung Gyi  

Level 

Grades 

Primary 

1-6 

 

No. of students 300  

No. of boarders 50   

No. of classrooms 12 new rooms; 5 toilets  

Size of building  1,008 m2   

Budget US$  112,368  

Construction period 03-09/2010  

Project manager Thomas Brittner  

Location Mandalay Division, 

Myanmar 
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Mandalay Division (in green) in central Myanmar 
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A current classroom is a shelter under a tree  

Classrooms are basic, but full 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

Shwe Kyaung Gyi Primary School 

 

Description 

Mandalay Division is located in the centre of Myanmar.  Despite being near the Ayeyarwaddy River, 

school is located in an area known as ‘the dry zone’ with desert-like 

making life difficult for farming, which is the primary source of income for the 

community is well established and is over 400 years old.  School 

Buddhist temple, which is the traditional source of education.  As the population has increased, 

temple has not been able to expand its school infrastructure accordingly and now has overcrowded 

and insufficient learning space.  Most parents choose to send their child to this sch

supported by the temple, uses the government curriculum as in any government school, but unlike the 

government-run schools, is free of charge.  In general, schools supported by temples tend to have 

better teacher support, more modern teaching methods and free tuition.  Students finishing at this 

school may continue their high school in another village and if they pass, will receive an official high 

school diploma from the government. 

Implementation 

The new school will be a two-storey building with 12 classrooms; a separate toilet building with 5 toilet 

rooms will be constructed nearby.  The style of the building is brick nogging

and stone foundation, wooden beams and brick and cement walls.  The funding also includes some 

furniture such as: benches, tables, chairs, and blackboards.  The central temple in Mandalay will 

oversee the construction process (as it has two in-house engineers who work for free) and provides 

other support to this school, notably teacher training, because the government does not support these 

costs.  The construction will take approximately 6 months to complete.  The community is abl

sustain its running costs from donations to the temple and because it has a small biogas income 

generation scheme where local farmers bring their cow manure to the temple and the gas is collected 

and used to power a small generator, which the temple sells to some local houses to power lights for 2 

hours per day.  Used manure is then recycled into fertiliser for the fields again.

Budget 

Item 

Construction materials 

Labor 

Interior / Furniture 

Transportation 

Direct Project Administration 

Administration Overhead cost 

 

Total Budget 

  

 Open shelter classrooms to be replaced 

 Project manager

 Thomas Brittner

has been involved with 

Myanmar work for over 

7 years and is the 

Senior Coordinator for 

Higher Education, with 

a focus on Myanmar

 

 

 

 thomas@childsdream.org

Mobile: +66 (0)
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has been involved with 

Myanmar work for over 

7 years and is the 

Senior Coordinator for 

Higher Education, with 

a focus on Myanmar 
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