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Location  

Samoeng is a village in the mountains, surrounded by the beautiful forest. It is about 50km from 

Chiang Mai and it takes about one hour by car to get there. The nature makes it a wonderful and 

idyllic place to life. What I realized immediately after arriving is the fact, that the air is fresher and it 

is a little bit colder than in the city. I spent almost every weekend in Chiang Mai. Some teachers 

invited me to their homes and I enjoyed spending some time with Thai families, a unique experience 

for me I wouldn’t have got if I was only a tourist. Furthermore, I liked to discover Chiang Mai and to 

spend some time just walking around and discovering different parts of the city. There are “yellow 

cars” which drive every one to two hours 

from Samoeng to Chiang Mai (a ride costs 65 

Baht). Most of the time I had the chance to 

go by car with one of the teachers. A lot of 

teachers live in teachers’ dormitories at 

school and during the weekend they go back 

home to their families in Chiang Mai. I lived 

in a students’ dormitory, which is about 

10mins away from school by walking. I had a 

private room with an own shower and a 

restroom. It was a basic room but very 

comfortable.  

Teaching 

From the moment on I arrived in Samoeng the teachers and the students were very lovely, 

welcoming and very helpful. They all made my stay a life changing experience for me. I have never 

been an English teacher before coming to Samoeng, but from the very beginning on I felt like a “real” 

teacher. I was teaching English to all grades, but mostly to grade 4 for about 4 hours per week. It can 

be quite exhausting to keep over 50 Thai students calm during one hour, but it is wonderful to see 

them happy and to help them improving their English skills. Moreover, I was also teaching the 

“English club” at school. The “English club” 

was founded for students who enjoy speaking 

English. I was mostly playing games or singing 

with them. In addition to my work at Samoeng 

Pittayakhom I was teaching half a day at the 

primary schools “Saitong” and “Bandong” in 

Samoeng. Working with primary school 

students, who are about 7-12 years old, was 

simply amazing. Every time I came to school I 

saw the happiness in their faces, they hugged 

me and told me how happy they are I was 

there – these are moments I will never forget 
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in my life. With primary school students I was particularly playing games and studying basic English 

words in a funny way. During the last two weeks of my stay I started working with a group of 

students on a Cinderella skit. In general, I had to keep the lessons inter-active to ensure students 

were engaged. They love to play games in the classroom. The level of English at school is really basic 

and Thai students mostly struggle with 

writing or reading English. I do not speak 

Thai, but I was trying my best to explain 

English words, I was drawing or acting in 

front of the class. The main goal of my 

teaching was to show them that English is 

actually a great language and they should 

have fun while speaking English. We were 

discussing daily topics like introduction, 

direction or restaurant conversation.  I was 

present at school the whole day, although I 

was not teaching all the time. So the 

students had the opportunity to come to 

see me every time they wanted in the teacher’s lounge.   

Thai Culture 

I enjoyed the contact with Thai people. I always 

had lunch together with teachers at school or in 

the village. Moreover, I spent almost all 

weekends with teachers or students. Teachers 

invited me to come and see their homes in 

Chiang Mai. There I was introduced to the whole 

family and was actually “living” the Thai culture. 

The students as well were very welcoming and 

always asked me to visit their families. So I was 

never really alone. I think this aspect of my 

internship is truly a wonderful experience for me. 

I really felt like part of the Thai families. 

Recommendation  

If you enjoy working with children, if you always wanted to learn more about the Thai culture and 

you like living in the countryside, then the volunteer position as an English teacher in Samoeng is 

perfect for you. The nature, the peace and the quiet of the environment are fascinating and 

impressive. Be aware that during the “rainy season” the weather can get extremely hot during the 

day, so be prepared for that. So I would recommend you to bring summer clothing only, maybe one 

jumper and one pair of trousers, that is sufficient. Of course, it is raining a lot, so I think best is to buy 

some normal plastic flip-flops.  

Teaching in Samoeng was a life-changing experience for me and I hope the students and the teachers 

had as much fun as I had. I am definitely planning to see my friends in Samoeng soon again! After all, 

volunteering in Samoeng has been an enriching experience for me, thank you!  


