
Beenita - Final Report

I have been teaching at Baan Mae Suek School for the last 3 months (May to August 2012) and I feel

sad to be leaving already. Both the students and teachers at the school, and including the villagers

within the local area have been incredibly lovely and friendly towards me. I truly wish I could stay

longer however according to my job and my own two young children who live in Singapore, it’s

necessary for me to go back to attend my job and take care of my children too.

Accommodation

When I arrived on the 14 May 2012, I decided to live at the school in the dormitory with the students

so I can help in looking after them at nights, and it is more convenient for me to come to school

daily. I was given a small room to myself, there was a TV and internet access provided in the school.

Some weekends, I had to fly back to Singapore to visit my own children, but I made a point of trying

my best to come back to the school and teach again for the weekdays started. Fortunately, there

were many teachers traveling back to Chiang Mai on Friday afternoons; they were more than

welcoming in giving me a lift to Chiang Mai Airport.

I had noticed a large number if not all the students had no mosquito nets, they also didn’t have a

place to do homework nor a place dry their clothes after washing. The nets was bought and given to

all the students so they could sleep through the nights with no or few mosquito bites. I bought all

the materials for the nets and to build the places mentioned; now the children are waiting the

remainder of the necessary and basic things to be built. It’s a lovely feeling being able to help them,

even with little things, as I think their lives are hard enough just to be away from their parents like

this and for the lengthy periods.

Meals and drinking water.

Meals and drinking water are provided for the teachers and the students at school. Teachers pay 300

baht monthly for their lunches to be cooked; there is a chef who cooks for us all. Sometimes I would

provide additional funds for lunches and dessert for all the students, so they had a chance to eat

slightly better food and additional nutrients.

Students

Students are mostly the Karen tribe. They are a little bit shy but very sweet and genuine. I have been

teaching students from Prathom 3 to Mathayom 3. Kru Ae (an English teacher who works here)

teaches Prathom 5 Mathayom 1/1 and ½. Most of the time, Kru Ae has to attend seminars and then

I would teach all the classes. I am quite worried when I leave as to who would teach English to the

students as Kru Ae is often not here in order for the students to gain enough tuition.

For younger students like Prathom 3,4,6 I taught them some basic conversations, taught them how

to sing children’s songs, the days of the week and months, watched English movies in order to learn

vocabularies and conversations from these movies.

For Mathayom 1, 2 and 3, I tried to teach from the few limited and available text books as well as

letting them sing some songs and watch English movies so they could learn from the songs and the

movies.



I have added plenty of listening and speaking practices from the materials I bought in Singapore

which I think and hope it would be useful for all students to use for their daily life.

Sometimes, I was assigned to train students to do impromptu speeches about their schools and

tourism and to go competing with students from different schools. They did quite well themselves

even when they just had only one week to practice

At the moment, I’m in the middle of training 10 students to do Buddhist Chanting: in English. There

is a competition next month; I am hoping they would be able to do it too.

Extra curriculum activity

During a long weekend, noticing a number of the children were upset, most likely due to missing

their families as I was, I opted to take a number of the children for an excursion to scenic waterfalls

in the area and to Maecham district to stay in a small hotel with a swimming pool. All of the children

were excited and enjoyed the time out experiencing something new and of course this helped me by

giving something back to society.

Conclusion

I have tried my best to do everything I could for students here both in teaching and socially, and

included everything that I think is useful and beneficial for them. There is a problem with timing in

that I wish I could stay longer because three months is not enough for them and nor for me. I love

everything here and I am feeling very sad to be leaving. If I have another chance, I would definitely

come back here again. I hope the children have learnt something during my period of teaching for

them. For me personally this is one of the greatest experiences I have had in my life: to do

something useful for the children of Northern Thailand!


