
Volunteering for Child’s Dream 

Education is the most important asset in the world. Sharing this idea and inspired by the 

selflessness of the founders of Child’s Dream, I applied to volunteer at the head office in Chiang 

Mai: probably one of the best decisions I have ever taken. Fortunately, I was given the chance 

to go to Thailand and support the office administration for one month. Looking back at the past 

four weeks, I must say that it was an amazing experience and I haven’t regretted this 

momentous step for a single day. 

Undoubtedly, I was welcomed very warmly by all of the Child’s Dream employees. Within the 

first week, I had time for some informative talks with most of my colleagues so we got to know 

each other and I received friendly welcome e-mails with funny stickers, as is usual here in 

Thailand. Everybody was interested in who I am and what I would do here for the next weeks, 

which is not a matter of course in working environments nowadays. I soon realized that this is 

an extremely professional foundation with well-educated employees having adorable 

personalities. Everybody is focused on helping underprivileged children, not because this is 

their job, more because this is their passion. 

During my assignment as “Volunteer Special Tasks”, I had miscellaneous things to do, such as 

reviewing proposals, assisting with presentations or translating some short text from English 

into German. But most of the time, I was updating the Child’s Dream webpage, especially 

complementing the realized projects from the last few years. Therefore, I got the chance to see 

behind the curtain of these projects. One of my preferred tasks was choosing which project 

photos of building schools and boarding houses would appear on the official Child's Dream 

webpage. From children attending school in overcrowded wooden cottages that would soon fall 

apart, to completed school buildings that can withstand the extreme weather conditions here 

in southeast Asia, I had to select the few best pictures from all the steps of the construction 

process. The photos of the opening ceremonies, I loved the most, where children with radiant 

smiles were eagerly waiting to attend the brand-new built schools. Sharing those impressive 

photos with the visitors of the webpage made me feel like I was doing something important for 

Child’s Dream. 

Nevertheless, there was plenty of time for activities other than working. Chiang Mai is a really 

fascinating city. From adorned temples, history museums, traditional night-markets, huge 

shopping centers, comfortable bars and exciting nightlife, diverse street food, culinary schools, 

maniac tuk-tuk-rides, green and pristine landscapes to Thai boxing and low-priced massage, 

there is something new every day to explore. Staying in a backpacker hostel and meeting a lot 

of travelers from different countries and backgrounds, I experienced a lot of exciting action 

around Chiang Mai. My colleagues from Child’s Dream, hospitable as the Thai-people are, often 

invited me for dinner, fishing, kayaking or just having some drinks on the weekend at their 

favorite cocktail bar, which always ended up in funny and memorable nights.  



Finally, I would have really liked to stay longer than one month, but every beginning has its end 

and so does my time here in Chiang Mai with Child’s Dream. I would like to take this 

opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to all the people who enabled me to have this 

unforgettable experience. Surely, I will come back one day. I wish only the best for the future of 

the Child’s Dream family. May your vision come true and every child in Myanmar, Laos, 

Cambodia and Thailand grow up healthy and receive an education in order to lead a self-

determined life and become a productive and responsible member of society. 

Andreas Richli – October 2015 

 

 
 

 
Thai BBQ – “mughata” 
 



 
                                                      Sunday walking Street Market 
 
 

   
fun at the cocktail bar 
 

 
                                     splendid view of Chiang Mai from Doi Suthep 


