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This was my second stay at Huay Poo School and my experience was equally 
rewarding as the first time. It was so nice to see the kids again, observe how they had 
evolved and witnessing their genuine happiness to have me back. Just the fact that I 
had returned seemed very meaningful and reassuring to them. Such that some kids 
who hadn’t opened up as much during my first stay, did so immediately this time. 
Spending more time with them helped to open their minds to new things, express 
themselves in different ways and foster their self confidence. I am sure that I have 
made an important impact in their lives and I know that they will never forget this time.  

---------- 

There have been many changes and improvements since my first stay at Huay Poo 
School which will make your stay much more comfortable and enjoyable.   

Transportation: The comfort of commuting to school has improved greatly, thanks to 
two teachers and their new SUV pick up trucks. It’s a real luxury and makes the journey 
to school much more pleasant for everyone.  

Internet and Electricity: The wireless Internet connection and electricity supply has 
improved significantly due to the use of solar cells. There have been no electricity cuts 
during my stay and the Internet connection was stable although still a bit slow.  

Technology: There is a computer room with 16 PCs for the students as well as a 
projector and a big screen which can be used for teaching purposes.  

Every classroom is now equipped with a TV and DVD player and the government 
announced that all first graders throughout Thailand will be given a tablet in the next 
school year.  



New buildings: There is a new library and canteen which were built last year. The 
canteen is also used for parents meetings, other official meetings, ceremonies and 
celebrations of various kinds.  

 

  
Library 
 

  
Canteen 

New toilets for the students as well as 3 new houses are currently in the final stages of 
construction. The two smaller houses are meant for accommodating visitors and the 
bigger house will be used as additional housing for the teachers. They are located on 
the hill of the backside of the school with wide views over the school grounds and 
surroundings.  

  

 



Teachers and classes: There have been a few changes and relocations with the 
teachers. Right now there is a total of 7 teachers, including the preschool teacher. 
Each grade has one responsible teacher now (before grade 2 and 3 were taught 
together).  

Class sizes still vary greatly anywhere from 5 to 20 students, however most classes are 
between 8 and 14 students. Every year new students join Huay Poo School from its 
sub school in Metalatai, which is a 30 min drive away. Therefore class sizes and the 
number of students who live at school during the week changes by year. 

     

 

Teaching Resources 

All the teaching material I have created and used is stored in five big folders. This 
includes printed flashcards, exercise handouts and several vocabulary bingo sets.  

Apart from that there are memory sets of all the vocabulary I taught, a twister game 
and 3 card games, which the kids are completely crazy about. They were already so 
worn out by the time I left that they probably won’t last much longer.  

I also left 4 hand puppets (prince, princess, pig and lion) that I sometimes used to 
model a conversation in class. They turned out to be really helpful and made it easy to 
get the full attention of the kids. 

I continued the class record sheet which I started the fist time. Here you will find in 
detail what I have been teaching in each class.  

 



My key learnings and suggestions 

Focusing on conversational English and teaching sentences that they can apply on a 
daily level is the best thing to do.  

It allowed me to engage and communicate with the children even outside the 
classroom, where a lot of learning takes place. Plus the students see that it is relevant 
what they are learning and they have many small but continuous successes which 
increases their motivation to learn.  

I also found that this was the best contribution and use of my time as the Thai teachers 
can teach grammar when no volunteer is at the school. Conversational English and 
pronunciation is something that is difficult for them too.  

Examples: 
 

What are you doing? 
I am cooking / reading / studying / making a fire, etc. 
 

Where are you going?  
To the classroom / toilet / dorm / canteen / computer room, etc. 
 

How are you?  
I am fine / angry / happy / cold / hungry… etc. 
 

Playing games and doing role-plays is the most effective and fun way of learning. 
There is a whole list of games I used in one of the folders.  

The kids get especially excited and motivated if you have a little incentive. I usually had 
candy for the winners, but it can be any little detail. If it is something from your home 
country that they don’t know yet, they will be thrilled.  

Bingo, Memory, the Slapping game and Card games (snap, go fish, and a version of 
Uno) are their absolute favorite. A real card game mania broke out and we played at all 
times possible, before classes in between classes and before going to bed. The kids 
would even form several little groups and play on their own, and since they had learned 
the games in English they would continue playing in English even when I was not 
participating.  

The more engaging the game and the less they realize that they are learning, the faster 
they learn.  

Sometimes you have to play a game a few times before they get to enjoy it. So don’t be 
discouraged if you try something new and it doesn’t catch on immediately.  

Be creative and try out new things, even if you think it’s too difficult, silly or not worth it. 
The kids surprised me many times. They loved things that I had never imagined and 
the other way around. Things I thought would be a hit, didn’t work at all.  

The fact that the kids cannot read is sometimes very limiting when teaching. I started 
teaching grade 5 and 6 to read, by practicing the sounds of the letters and putting 
together words with alphabet flashcards.  



Are you the right person? 

In my opinion, having a positive experience and impact as a volunteer depends highly 
on the personal fit and knowing what to expect. Here are a few things you should 
reflect upon and evaluate before making your decision.  

If the following description fits you, I think you would be an ideal volunteer for Huay Poo 
School 

- You love being with kids and want to make a difference in their lives. You want 
to give at least as much as you whish to receive from this experience. 

- You are an open minded, curious and very flexible person.  

- You deal well with last minute changes and can adapt easily to new 
environments, customs and lifestyles.  

- You are easy going; you can take things as they come and just go with the flow 
without knowing every detail of the plan or what’s going on.  

- You are a social person; you have good interpersonal skills and a lot of 
empathy. You can engage easily with others, despite big language barriers 

- You are fine with living in basic conditions (cold bucket shower, squat toilet), 
sharing a house with one more teacher (you have your own room) and not 
having access to any services during the week.  

- You are very respectful towards others and you can realize and appreciate the 
efforts others make to accommodate you the best way they can.  

- You are proactive and have a hands-on attitude. You don’t want to be treated 
as a special visitor but rather want to be an equal member of the school 
“family”. 

- You are ok with not being able to take part in conversations and not 
understanding what is talked about.   

- You are not easily offended by small misunderstandings and are fine if things 
don’t go your way, even though it sometimes doesn’t make sense to you.  

- You try to understand more than you want to be understood.  

- You are ok with having short weekends and commuting to/from school every 
week (5 hours each way) through windy mountain roads; usually arriving at 
Chiang Mai around 5 pm on Fridays and leaving for school on Sundays at 1 pm, 
occasionally on Mondays.  

 


