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VOLUNTEERBERICHT SAMOENG 

Denise Weger Fannin & Jeremy Fannin, November 2011 bis Januar 2012 
 

 

Thinking of my time in Samoeng has been 

nothing short of a blessing.  From its beautiful 

hillsides located at the southern most part of the 

Himalayas, to the people who live within this area 

that has helped out in so many ways, this trip has 

been a memory made that will never be forgotten.   

 

 

 

When my wife had first mentioned the idea of us becoming 

volunteer teachers, I have to admit that I was very hesitant to 

say the least. Within my mind, leaving the comfortable 

lifestyle we had made for ourselves and to put the day to day 

routines behind, made the decision an easy answer... 

„absolutely not“. But after time for thoughts, day by day, the 

idea became closer and closer to a „maybe“ and then shorter 

thereafter to a very sincere „yes“.Without a doubt I wanted to 

become a part of this life changing part of our life. Which in 

every way it has become.  

 

 

The students, that we have grown so much to love 

during this time, are so energetic and full of life.  

The willingness to learn is very different per child, 

and though sometimes a challenge, it has not been 

one easily gave up upon.  For us, we wanted to 

show the children of Samoeng, not only how 

English is a language needed to be learned within 

the schools criteria itself, but more so, that English 

is a language that can be very fun to learn.  

- In the hills of Samoeng - 

- Masea Elephant Camp - 

- Class of 4/4 - 



	  

Wirtten by Jeremy Fannin 31.01.12 Page 2/3 

At first we decided to introduce ourselves to each 

class so that the children would open up to us, 

though their smiles showed their eagerness to 

have us as teachers, and we also did a question 

and answer session „My name is..., My favorite 

color is... etc „ to figure out where the children 

were within their English knowledge. After which 

we used the learning materials that we had 

brought to help us make lessons involving 

listening and comprehension, to grammar training. But at the same time, through games we 

invented ourselves to the use of some found on a few very helpful teaching sites, we were 

able to allow the children to interact with each other and ourselves through the use of learning 

English.  

 

 

Most of the games we played were simple in nature to put together and yet taught the basics 

of English at the same time. Each week we 

produced a new one so that the children could 

have fun with learning rather than being forced to 

sit in their chairs every lesson we had with them. 

And much needed to be said… the children of 

Thailand love to play games. Most of the time our 

students wanting to stay longer than they were 

supposed to within our class! So also needed to be 

said... a good imagination can go a long way!   

 

 

As time went on teaching became easier, and the lifestyle here has changed us in entire. Being 

the first time as volunteers and also as teachers, we taught ourselves to be as helpful as we 

could in both categories. As a volunteer, we have learned that the time you give is time well 

spent. It has enabled us to become close with not only the children and teachers but also with 

the rest of the community of Samoeng. As teachers, we have figured out in our own way, that 

being one has been one of the most wonderful experiences we have ever been able to enjoy. 

All in all, we have fallen in love with the simplicities of the Thai culture, to the never ending 

- Preparations at the school office - 

- The students deciphering a game - 
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array of smiles from the people. They gave it the name of the 

Amazing Thailand and with our time here in Samoeng, with 

the memories never to be forgotten and always within our 

hearts, it is just that.  

 
 

- Sunset in Samoeng - 


