
A Famous Quote is “Expect the Unexpected”…. 

It took me a while to understand: Already for quite some time, I felt a growing need for change in me, but 
it took a while to understand where it may lead to. Knowing how fortunate I was in life, I finally realised 
that the time was right for my deep desire to give something back. I only had to find out in which way I 
wanted to do it other than donating money. All I knew was that I wanted to work for some less fortunate 
children, that I could not do it on my own and that I therefore had to look for an organisation, where I 
hopefully could find a meaningful work with a sustainable impact. Looking around I found many 
possibilities and NGOs, however, many of them did not convince me. Spreading the word a friend pointed 
me towards Child’s Dream (CD) and I had a look into it: I liked their story, their passion, and equally 
important - the professional management of the organisation. First there was only a job as an English 
teacher offered, which I did not think to fit best, but after a few months I had another look at their 
homepage and there it was - a job in Chiang Mai as an Office Assistant/Special Tasks. I thought this is it. 
Since I have travelled already in the Sub-Mekong Region which enriched my life with many beautiful 
moments, I thought that this is also the right place. So, after 15 years in financial business I quit my job, 
leaving my comfort zone behind and curiously took off for a new adventure as a volunteer. The only thing I 
expected was to really be of help to CD and thus hopefully making an impact on some children’s lives so 
that they had a better start in a self-determined life. What I got though was far more. 

I have found: A wonderful, passionate, professional, highly motivated, lovely Child’s Dream family who 
loves what they do and who cares for the less fortunate children but also for each other. The professional 
management of Daniel, Marc and their team helped to turn an idea into this small yet powerful 
organisation with a growing donation base and an impressive track record. Their contacts over the years 
with local leaders, governments, other organisations and donors are very valuable in order to realise 
meaningful and sustainable projects. The CD staff is diverse, international and works great together, 
following the slogan: "Alone we can do so little – Together we can do so much" Listening to their stories 
about past projects especially in the early years would be a blockbuster in the cinema - unbelievable, 
adventurous, scary and fun.  

I have learned: Through the various tasks at CD I got insights into many projects in various regions and I 
also learnt how an NGO works and the challenges it faces. It is also very interesting to see how the 
organisation continuously has to evolve; at least as much – if not more, since they spend donor’s money - 
as any other company. The sustainability aspect is crucial and also the donor base has to be taken care of 
wisely. In addition, I have learned so much about the culture, the society, the daily life here and the 
country. 

I had to face some challenges too: Get to know some insects closer than I would have liked to. Find the 
right apartment. Test the healthcare system after a motorbike accident. Face my fear of dogs in the 
streets. Get around with my special diet which does not allow me to eat soya sauce in a country where this 
is the most common seasoning. Accept the fact, as embarrassing as it is, to still not being able to speak 
Thai. 

I have experienced among other things: Empty streets and Chiang Mai standing still after the beloved king 
passed away. Trips with friends and family. Many things in my spare time happened with a short-term 
notice, sometimes ending in spontaneous fun nights out. I enjoyed the curious looks and smiles of the little 
children when we have organised games at the Children’s Day. The usually dry winter time was very wet 
and cold. Being invited to one of our school opening ceremonies and seeing the result of the team work at 
CD was an impressive event. I got to know various yoga styles. I truly dislike being scared with squeeze 
chicken toys. Swiss cheese tastes wonderful even in hot weather be it as Raclette in the old VW bus Noki or 
a Fondue night.  



I have made new friends: Even though volunteers come and go, I felt very welcome and soon became part 
of the CD family. I had a great time with them and also the other volunteers. 

Even though my time at CD came to an end, I have a feeling that this is not the end yet. Hopefully we will 
meet again. But for now, it is time for me to say thank you and goodbye.  

If you have any questions regarding volunteering feel free to contact me on Xing or LinkedIn. 

 

 

 



 

 



 


