
VOLUNTEER REPORT 

The two questions I always get asked when I tell people I am volunteering for six month at an NGO in Thailand 

is: Why are you doing it? And: Why would you work without getting paid? 

Well I don’t think there is a standard answer why people volunteer and it is surely not the right thing for 

everybody. I actually was not looking for a volunteer position myself and my opinion of volunteering abroad 

was quite negative. I don’t believe in the whole “Going to Africa and cuddle orphans” or “teach English in a 

third world country even though English is not your first language and you don’t have any education in 

teaching” kind of volunteering.  

Then I stumbled upon Child’s Dream and the more I read about their work and how they implement their 

projects the more I was intrigued. Also their expectations and task descriptions for volunteering were very 

clear and thorough. As I studied Nonprofit Management this seemed to be an organization that operated 

exactly like an NGO should in order to make a real impact, not waste donor money or in the worst case bring 

more harm than good to the region.  Previous experiences in that field made me kind of cynical so accepting 

this volunteer job was not simply a selfless deed but also a chance for me to see firsthand what I learned in 

theory in my Bachelor course. My high expectations were not met. They were exceeded.  

Previous Child’s Dream Volunteers did a great job in describing the daily tasks, project trips, their motivation 

and learnings in their reports. Therefore I simply made a small list below (everything should not be taken 

too seriously!) of things I learned and some points I found personally challenging or simply different to home. 

I hope this is helpful for anybody thinking about volunteering for Child’s Dream and preparing you for what 

to expect. 

The Child’s Dream Team 



Things I learned/great experiences I had: 

 Working for an NGO that is like a living Best Practice Case study. Swiss management paired with the 

vast knowledge of the project teams and the efficiency of the admin team is an awesome 

combination! 

 Being happy every day to come to the office, talk with my colleagues and work on my tasks (at least 

after the initial 8 o’clock is too early to get up struggle in the morning). 

 Being part of a Child’s Dream Workshop and getting to know the Myanmar and Cambodian Teams. 

Plus a crazy Halloween Party, Bamboo rafting and Zip lining! 

 Travelling around Myanmar as part of my Visa run. Trying to still appreciate sunrise/sunset number 

28 but otherwise simply being awestruck about this beautiful country, its friendly people and the all 

the hardships they went through.  

 Travelling to Laos on a project trip and seeing what I was writing about in all the reports first hand. 

 Preparing a workshop about working in multicultural Teams. 

 Being part of Children’s Day. Playing with happy children and handing out sweets is fun! 

 The great feeling when our AC in the office is actually switched on (it happened like twice!). 

 Having Raclette (actual Swiss cheese from Daniels secret stock) at Doi Suthep in the Noki VW Bus. 

 Getting the hang how to pronounce and spell names like Xaignabouli and Banteay Meanchey. Also 

get a hang of all the abbreviations the higher education team troughs around like KSEAG, KZVTC, 

KRCEE, Mote Oo, MCAP, MHEP. 

 Learning that city birds are apparently not as tasty as country birds and what the price for dog meat 

is in the refugee camps. 

 The sight of monks wrapped in Hello Kitty blankets on a bus is simply unforgettable.  

 Feeling very privileged thinking about the things we take granted at home (like having a proper school 

building, access to education and health care, sanitary facilities).  

 Visiting the Children’s Medical Fund  

 Enjoying Thai festivals: Loi Krathong, Yee Peng, Flower Festival, there is always a festival going on! 



 



Some minor challenges I had/things better not to do: 

 Take your initial statement that you eat everything quickly back after seeing delicacies like grilled 

spiders, snakes, blood soup and living shrimps in chili.  

 Trying to eat the chicken leg in a Khao Soi soup with chop sticks and not stain your white 

clothes/splash soup on everybody within 5 meters range while Gene and Thomas make fun of you.  

 Building a Krathong (little floating boats made out of flowers, banana trunk and leaves) from scratch 

and try to make it not look like a kindergartener did it. 

 Learning how to drive a scooter (thanks Su Mon for teaching me!) and building up the courage to 

actually drive on the big streets in crazy traffic. 

 Convince yourself that buying a scooter at home is stupid as driving in snow and rain is not the same 

fun as driving in Thailand and that you can live without your bike.  

 Getting used to the fact that your feet will always be dirty but that flip-flops are still the one and 

only practical footwear, even for hiking! Starting to find the flip flop pattern from the sun on your 

feet funny.  

 Not getting discouraged to speak Thai even though you think it sounds stupid and you need several 

tries to pronounce the words in the correct way until the Thai person does not look at you friendly-

confused. 

 Don’t oversleep more than three times as Gene will have a serious conversation with you about 

being on time. Also, trying not to get confused about the various rules only Gene remembers, 

especially rule number 5! 

 Think you will have a chance at badminton when playing with your colleagues. You might be able to 

build up the courage to not jump away of the fast balls and try to actually hit them after a few weeks.  

 Trying to drive up Doi Inthanon (2.565 meters) with two persons on a bike. You will end up walking 

the steep parts as the scooter refuses to go faster than 10km/h anymore. Swearing at your friend 

who continues driving helps a bit though.  

 Going out to Zoe’s with your colleagues and participate in drinking buckets. You will regret it the 

next morning.  



 Going to Laos and trying to refuse the Laotian Beer and whiskey the villagers will eagerly offer you. 

Saying NO does not work. Also getting the courage to eat the grilled fishes with their heads and fins 

as everybody else. 

 Going to Laos and think you can keep up with P’Koy. Find out that she is able to work from sunrise 

till sunset and you are just exhausted from sitting in the car and watching her work! 

 Trying to be patient when you go to the Thai embassy in Yangon and stay in line in the sun for hours 

without seeing any progress.  

 Don’t share information your colleagues can use to make fun of you. They will happily use that 

leverage and make endless jokes! 

 Wrapping your head around the fact that you have to go home at one point and hoping that you 

won’t miss all those incredibly talented, hardworking, kind, funny and inspirational people too 

much.  

 

 
Children’s Day 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loi Krathong, Yee Peng and Umbrella Festival 


