
Volunteer report Sabrina Schuster - CDCO office, Siem Reap/Cambodia, April - June 2012 

 

My name is Sabrina Schuster, I'm from Germany and I am 24 years old. I studied English and German studies at the 

University of Tübingen and completed it in April with a Bachelor degree. Since I had some time left until my graduate 

studies started I wanted to do something meaningful with my spare-time. I was always interested in foreign cultures. 

After my Highschool-graduation I was working in New Zealand for a year. On my way back I made a one-week stopover 

in Seoul, South Korea and was immediately drawn away by the Asian culture. From this moment on it was clear to me 

that I wanted to come back.  

 

By a happy coincidence I discovered an advertisement for an English teacher at the Child's Dream Office in Cambodia. I 

applied immediately and at the beginning of April I flew from Germany to Thailand. There I was 2 days at the main 

office of Child's Dream in Chiang Mai. I got a warm welcome there and they gave me a general overview of the work of 

a non-profit organization. 

 

Two days later I went on to Cambodia. Shortly after I got off the plane I experienced the tropical heat there. With that I 

should have a lot of fun the next few weeks. An employee from the guest house picked me up from the airport. During 

the fast tuk tuk drive to the guest house I was able to get a first impression of Siem Reap. At weekend I tried to adapt 

to the local conditions. 

 

On Monday I had my first day at the office. I was very excited but the staff there was really friendly. At the first meeting 

we discussed what my duties would be in the office. I was completely free in the organisation of my lessons. I used the 

first few days to accommodate myself. The Khmer New Year took place from the 13
th

 to the 17
th

 of April and therefore I 

had 3 days off. I used them to get used to the conditions in Cambodia and have look around in Siem Reap. The 

orientation in the city is quite easy. There is one main road (Airport Road), a river and Pub Street. On these three main 

streets most of the action takes places and you can find anything your heart desires - food, drinks and shopping. 

 

On Wednesday I had my first lesson. Regina, the former volunteer, had already established some basic knowledge. So I 

began with a bit of grammar revision. I was really surprised about their excitement and motivation in learning English. 

They always asked questions and gave me great suggestions for further lessons. I tried to go through the book (Oxford 

Headway) as it was suggested but I also talked about current issues. Now and then I tried to make comparisons with 

Europe or even Germany because I think this is a very good way to prevent misunderstandings on both sides. 

 

A week after I landed I was invited by the staff to visit the construction of 3 new schools in the Oddear Meanchey 

province. At 6 o´clock in the morning our trip started. We took the organisation's own pick-up to go to the schools in 

the remote area. At the beginning I was really shocked in what condition the people live and teach in the countryside. 

The school building was not more than a thatched roof on four stilts. But the construction of the new schools was 

going on well. What really impressed me was the close work with the local people there. At each school there was a 

long discussion with the school committee on how far the progress and if there are any problems. One big problem is 

the long journeys that a lot of the students have to take to come to the schools and the associated high drop-out rate. 

 

The following week Marc visited our office and on the 25
th

 we went to Ralom Veng for a school opening. The gratitude 

of the people there was really overwhelming. There was a grand opening celebration with everybody that had name 

and rank of the area. The children performed traditional dances and recited poetry. After the handover of the gifts and 

the cutting of the tape the school was officially opened. Then there was a great feast with a big dinner. I respectfully 

declined the offered fried scorpions.  

 

In early May I was invited to visit the scholarships students around Siem Reap. They told the staff about their progress 

and problems and we controlled the cleanliness in the house. The students were also really happy to try their English 

on me. 

 

The following week Ursula from Chiang Mai visited us to introduce Nary in accounting. Towards the end of the week 

the entire team travelled to the annual Child's Dream Workshop in Thailand. This left me some time to do some 

sightseeing. The symbol of Cambodia, Angkor Wat is truly an impressive building. Like the thousands and thousands of 

other temples around Siem Reap. 

 

Regina also kept me busy and organized a seminar at a volunteer placement firm on "child protection" for me. That 

was really interesting. Especially the comparison that was made between the "Western" culture and Asian views 

clarified a lot of things for me. 

 



The following weeks were quite busy. I tried to support my colleagues as good as I could. I tried to find a new design for 

the sign for the new solar system. I think this project is really good. Solar energy is environmentally friendly and 

sustainable and you can bring electricity to more remote regions. 

 

Because of health and family issues I unfortunately had to cancel my intern-ship 4 weeks earlier. So we had our last 

English class on the 29
th

 May, which we converted spontaneously into a German class. I'm still amazed how 

Cambodians can be repeat German phrases without any accent. 

 

I was really sorry that I had to leave my work in Cambodia early and leave my beloved colleagues behind. I promised 

them that I´ll come back as soon as possible.  

 

I had really much fun during my work in Cambodia. The English classes were an enrichment for both sides. I wish 

Child's Dream and their employees all the best. 
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