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With the wish to make a positive contribution to a fairer world, one is usually not alone, so 
getting an internship is often difficult. Thankfully, my time had come: I had received an 
invitation to interview with Child’s Dream. Confident that the pandemic would soon be over 
and my head filled with picturesque Far East images without ever having been there, I was full 
of anticipation. No idea how to use Zoom, but still proud that I didn’t forget to put on my 
pants, I sat nervously in front of my laptop and waited… but the screen stayed black until 
further notice that the interview had to be adjourned. At least I was spared of accidentally 
pressing a wrong button or filter and appearing on the screen as a potato or a cat.  (If I had, I 
would have preferred the cat over a potato of course, for at least a cat has a chance of 
succeeding in a job interview). 

Fortunately, everything went smoothly during the second interview. A few weeks later I went 
to the Thai embassy with my thick stack of official papers and soon travelled to Bangkok. Like 
an intruder from outer space, I was met at the airport by an army of blue and white plastic 
people. 

In several successive stations, I had to show all the meticulously collected confirmation papers 
while my temperature was taken on every occasion. Assured that what I was experiencing was 
not a fever dream, I was not convinced myself… 

I was driven to the hotel where eleven nights and twelve days of quarantine awaited me. Upon 
arrival and later, again and again, I was presented with countless consent forms to sign. I still 
ask myself today whether I did not unwittingly sell my soul in the process. 

As a potential danger to the population, segregated and cut off from the environment, I felt 
at times as if I were in temporary solitary confinement deprived of my freedom of movement. 
This is how stereotypes become relative in times of crisis, and optimally equipped hotel rooms 
become cages – regardless of how golden they shine. 

It was all about being patient and making best use of time. The highlight of the day was food, 
therefore even the dinner bell alone produced an abnormal feeling of happiness. Having been 
tested negative for the first time, I was allowed a short daily walk in the courtyard… uh, around 
the hotel pool. However, several days in a fully air-conditioned room clouded even this simple 
pleasure and I began to grasp what it means when it’s summer in Siam. Eleven nights 
quarantined in Bangkok makes a hard woman humble. Fortunately, everything comes to an 
end and I could feel Chiang Mai, an angel, sliding up to me. 

Arriving in Chiang Mai, I came into contact with the country and its people for the first time 
and an unknown new world revealed itself to me: filigree golden, glittering handicrafts, 
culinary delicacies galore, embedded in a tropically diverse plant world in the midst of the 
wonderful rainy season. Chiang Mai is a jewel to be discovered and seems inexhaustible in 
surprises worth seeing. So, I never got bored… but I also didn't come here for a holiday: 



On my first day of work, which had to be postponed due to home office regulations, I was 
welcomed by the Child's Dream Team - a real dream team - with much warmth and cordiality.  

My work as a volunteer mainly consisted of writing proposals for new school construction 
projects and its corresponding final reports.  When writing these documents, I was particularly 
impressed by how efficiently the donated funds were used and how transparently noted they 
were. Donations are based on trust, and this is created at Child's Dream to a large extent 
through communicative transparency. The budget is precisely calculated and every single 
Dollar goes directly into the project with most minimal administrative costs.  

I was equally impressed by the scope and intentionality of Child's Dream's work. It’s not only 
enormously varied, but also enormously impactful. Children possess the greatest potential to 
build a better future society and ultimately a better world, and isn't a better world exactly 
what we need most today? Child’s Dream believes so and it rings clear in their tremendously 
dedicated work.  

I felt supported at all times by my supervisors Gene and Meghan and always encouraged to 
ask all kinds of detailed questions. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Gene and 
Meghan for their seemingly endless patience; it helped me settle in quickly and feel at ease. 

The infamous coffee machine is crucial in this context. To even get near it you had to join the 
legendary coffee club. Rumor has it that there are raffle tickets and T-shirts for members 
only.... For a membership fee, the club board makes sure that only the best, fairly traded and 
produced beans get into this machine. You can taste that too! After all, the machine is a diva 
in the making: When it doesn't want to work, you literally have to push it along, all to the 
sounds of grinding beans and hissing water. There is certainly no hiding your coffee addiction 
when the bean diva is in use and I often found myself in a dilemma, especially in situations 
where everyone seemed to be focused on their work, but I urgently needed a coffee in order 
to keep up… 

Many times I was asked if I had any regrets around starting my voluntary service during COVID-
19.  So many things were impossible to do because of the strict regulations in Chiang Mai like 
the closure of countless museums, sights, bars and restaurants after nine o'clock in the 
evening and so on, but the answer to this question is: No, not at all. I got what I was looking 
for; the experience of working in an NGO and many unexpected experiences to boot. I found 
the respectful, cheerful and family-like way the staff treated each other reflected in the work 
environment. To the Child’s Dream team, their open and loving culture may seem perhaps 
trivial and ordinary, however to me, it became an enriching experience and one that I valued 
most during my time here and that I will carry with me for a long time to come.  

The humour of my colleagues, which made me laugh from the bottom of my heart again and 
again, made me forget about the current world political situation for a short time. True to the 
motto "He who laughs tears need not weep them" (E. Blanck).  

However, it should be mentioned at this point that the hopeless feeling of not being able to 
get a vaccination as well as the pandemic peaking must have burdened all colleagues to a 
greater or lesser extent.  The negative news was piling up in recent months: The number of 
COVID19 cases was exploding throughout Southeast Asia while Myanmar was in the grip of a 
brutal civil war since the beginning of this year with no end in sight. Child's Dream had to 
ensure the safety of its own staff in Myanmar and provide rapid crisis relief. For some 



colleagues, COVID19 struck their personal lives in a ruthless manner. Nevertheless, they tried 
to keep morale high as best they could. The many faces of the pandemic teach us that we are 
all in the same boat and that we are here to help each other. If one falls down, there is 
someone there to put you back on your feet again. At Child's Dream, team camaraderie is not 
just an empty phrase, but a core value of the culture.  

I was equally impressed by the scope of and the intention behind Child's Dream's work. It’s 
not only enormously varied, but also enormously impactful. Children possess the greatest 
potential to build a better future society and ultimately a better world, and isn't a better world 
exactly what we need most today? Child’s Dream believes so and it rings clear in the 
tremendous work they are doing.  

It fills me with great pride to have been a small cog in the big wheel of this organisation that 
has such significant impact. Not every child who wants to become an astronaut or a princess 
can do so, but through financial and personal support these dreams become possible. 
Moreover, we all carry the dream of happiness within us, and through their work Child's 
Dream gives children a strong foundation for a happy life, and helps make every child’s dream 
come true.  

My dream came true when I volunteered at Child's Dream and I would like to thank each 
member of the Child’s Dream family from the bottom of my heart for every kind word, every 
nice gesture and every single smile that accompanied me through this enriching time. I leave 
with a full heart, carried by the spirit of Child's Dream, only to return and hopefully see you all 
again. 

 

                

 

                


